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Obamacare in Knox County

Title IX
update
released

Nite Bites
shakes
things up

The Title IX office
received 33 sexual
misconduct reports
this past semester.
EILEEN CARTTER
CHIEF COPY EDITOR

Last Wednesday, Interim Title IX Coordinator Linda Smolak emailed Kenyon students
and employees a mid-year update of sexual misconduct report statistics from the fall 2014
semester. This past fall, Smolak wrote, “33 reports of sexual
misconduct came into Kenyon’s
Title IX office.” Smolak also

“

I know the number seems
high, [but] I don’t think it’s
... realistically different than
many other years.”
Nikki Keller,
College Counselor

provided information regarding
the College’s implementation of
Title IX this year, including options and resources available to
students.
Smolak’s email follows a
campus-wide
push
toward
greater knowledge and discussion of Title IX since the start
of the 2014-2015 academic year,
as well as some confusion regarding whether the College
complied with Clery Act reporting mandates this past October. Those 33 reports, Smolak
wrote, “covered all sorts of incidents, from graffiti ... to nonconsensual sexual intercourse,”
transcending various types of
crime — specifically, criminal
offenses, hate crimes and arrests or referrals for page 2
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One year in: Knox County residents navigate the new law.

ERICH KALETKA
COLLEGIAN STAFF

NATHANIEL SHAHAN AND DEBORAH MALAMUD | COLLEGIAN STAFF

“On and off, I’ve been able to afford insurance and then I’ve had to take it away
again,” Krisi Layton, a 49-year-old resident
of Centerburg in Knox County, said. As a
self-employed small business owner, Layton
explained that she has only been purchasing
insurance for herself. Her ex-husband’s private plan covers her daughter, Melissa Layton ’18.
According to a New York Times article titled “Obama’s Health Law: Who Was Helped
Most” published on Oct. 29, 2014, a data
set from Enroll America and Civis Analytics show that the largest gains in terms of

What’s the point of a pub that
doesn’t serve alcohol? Nutella milkshakes and tasty sandwiches, of course
— at least at Peirce Pub. Last semester,
Nite Bites, a student-owned and operated business that sells milkshakes,
sandwiches and other snack foods to
students, took a hiatus to restructure
its operational style and management
order to keep things flowing smoothly
in the future, since the last of the original owners is on track to graduate this
spring. Nite Bites reopened this past
Sunday with a celebration featuring
the Owl Creek and Chasers a capella
groups and College President Sean
Decatur serving students. According
to a member of the new management

healthcare coverage were realized by states
that expanded Medicaid, rural areas and
Republican counties. Blacks and Hispanics
benefitted more from the Affordable Care
Act than whites and Asians, low-income areas more than high-income and people from
the age of 18 to 34 more than any other age
group.
Mount Vernon embodies several of these
characteristics: it is rural, predominantly
Republican, located in the state of Ohio —
which expanded Medicaid to cover a greater
number of low-income adults — and has a
per-capita income approximately page 3

You’ve got
mail.

“

Now we are trying to
build a management structure
because running a business is
very time-consuming.”

Reagan Tsimakoko,
CEO and Co-Owner of Nite Bites

But tracking it down is the issue. Without a central hub for
incoming mail, faculty report
difficulties in locating packages. Turn to pg. 4

Phishing hooks
students
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Princeton troupe
elicits Kenyon laughs
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Grads find jobs
around the world

team, David Thoessen ’17, Sunday was
the company’s most profitable night on
record.
Nite Bites CEO and co-owner Reagan Tsimakoko ’15 said there shouldn’t
be many changes to the services provided by Nite Bites following the closing and reorganization that page 4
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Men’s basketball falls
to Yeomen
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NEWS
EDITORS: EMILY SAKAMOTO
AND VICTORIA UNGVARSKY

Interim Title IX Coordinator Linda Smolak on mid-year sexual misconduct report:
“I just wanted students and faculty to know what’s going on. That’s all that was. ... I feel like there’s
still a lot of misunderstanding about Title IX. ... I think there’s still a sense that Title IX might be
out to get certain groups or that it’s mainly to punish people. Title IX, if you read the law and the
guidance, is really an education initiative. The goal is really to make educational opportunities accessible and comfortable for everyone.”

Student council
Sunday, Jan. 25

t

t

t
t
t
t
t

Provost Joe Klesner and Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies Laurie Finke, both
memebers of the 2020 committee, discussed several points of President Sean Decatur’s
2020 Plan. The committee has compiled the input of over 600 members of the Kenyon
community through a series of focus groups. Student Council, Klesner and Finke discussed several components of the plan, including the use of technology to increase access
to Kenyon’s resources, the preparation of students for success after graduation, possible
improvements to the first-year experience and the further integration of experiential
learning into the curriculum.
Regarding the first-year experience, the committee is considering a variety of options,
including making academic advising standardized and changing the orientation process
by spreading out information throughout the course of the semester. Given that there
are few current curricular offerings oriented toward first-year students, the committee
also discussed the possibility of implementing a designated first-year course or seminar.
The Housing and Dining Committee distributed a survey regarding the housing lottery
point system. The committee will begin a pots and pans drive to help stock dormitory
kitchens.
The Business and Finance Committee (BFC), Buildings and Grounds Committee, FirstYear Class Council and Sophomore Class Council did not meet this week.
The Campus Safety Committee will conduct its previously cancelled lighting-safety walk
in the coming weeks.
The Junior Class Council will meet this week to organize the junior-class auction. The
committee is also looking for additional members.
The Senior Class Council is preparing for Fandango, which is scheduled for Feb. 6.

Village RecoRd
Jan. 20 – Jan. 27

Jan. 20, 12:00 a.m. — Student changed residence in Caples Residence Hall without confirming
with the Office of Housing and Residential Life.
Jan. 20, 11:55 p.m. — Student reported temporary graffitti on bathroom wall in Caples.
Jan. 21, 12:30 a.m. — Fire alarm sounded at the Kenyon Inn. No fire. No smoke. Maintenance
contacted and alarm reset.
Jan. 21, 9:32 a.m. — Student lost consciousness and fell in the area of the North Campus Apartments (NCAs), hitting head. Injury sustained and student transported to Knox Community Hospital (KCH).
Jan. 22, 12:10 a.m. — Student lost consciousness and fell in the Watson Hall parking lot, hitting
head. Squad assessed. No transport.
Jan. 22, 8:40 p.m. — Unknown person damaged visiting exhibit at the Gund Gallery.
Jan. 23, 1:40 a.m. — Student with possible chemical burn to finger in Caples. Safety responded.
Jan. 23, 1:21 p.m. — Fire alarm activated by cooking in NCA. No smoke. No fire. Alarm reset.
Jan. 23, 10:40 p.m. — Unknown person threw food at resident’s door in Norton Residence Hall.
Jan. 24, 11:32 p.m. — Student found to be having unregistered party in the Acland Apartments.
Jan. 24, 12:11 a.m. — Student struck in the face by another while trying to enter a party in the
NCAs.
Jan. 24, 12:17 a.m. — Posters, bulletin board, door signs ripped down by unknown person(s) in
McBride Residence Hall.
Jan. 24, 12:35 a.m. — Person in brown jacket damaged resident’s academic project in McBride
Residence Hall.
Jan. 24, 4:14 a.m. — Student knocking on doors at inappropriate hour at the Kenyon Inn.
Jan. 24, 2:19 a.m. — Fire alarm activated by burnt food in the Aclands. No fire. Alarm reset.
Jan. 24, 4:11 p.m. — Fire alarm activated by fog machine in Bolton Theater. No fire. Alarm cleared.
Jan. 24, 5:58 p.m. — Fire alarm sounded at the Wilson Apartments. No fire. No smoke.
Jan. 24, 11:12 p.m. — Visitor having asthma attack at the Office of Campus Safety. Transported
to KCH for treatment.
Jan. 25, 10:32 a.m. — Squad responded to student with severe abdominal pain in McBride. Transported to KCH.
Jan. 25, 4 p.m. — Student reported fire in oven in Manning Residence Hall. Cooking food left
unattended by other student(s). Fire extinguished.
Jan. 25, 7:17 p.m. — Student vehicle slid off road. Tow required. No injuries. No damage.
Jan. 26, 10:35 p.m. — Student admitted to using illegal substance in Mather Residence Hall. Substance and paraphernalia confiscated, tested and turned over to Knox County Sheriff’s Office.
Jan. 27, 9:34 a.m. — Fire alarm activated by burnt food at Wiggin Street Coffee. No fire. Alarm
reset.

coRRectionS
The article “College welcomes new administrators” (Jan. 23, 2015) stated that incoming Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid Diane C. Anci and incoming Vice President of Student Affairs Meredith
Harper Bonham ’92 could not be reached for comment. In fact, they were not contacted for comment. In “Southside Diner offers customers breakfast of champions” (Jan. 23, 2015), the surname
of Assistant Manager Andrew Wishart was misspelled as Wichart. The Collegian regrets the errors.

Title IX stats updated
Continued from Page 1

action — the Clery Act requires colleges participating
in federal financial aid programs to report each year by
Oct. 1.
Smolak said that, as far
as she is aware, this is the
first time the College has
sent out numbers like these
mid-year, previously only
doing so by the Clery Act
deadline and at the end of
the academic year. “People
keep telling me it’s the first
time they’ve ever seen this,”
she said, “[and they’re] glad
to know what’s going on.”
Though 33 reports may
seem high, Smolak said the
increase reflects an increased
willingness to come forward
to report incidents, and that
it mirrors the national trend.
“Nationally, the Clery [Act]
numbers have been going
up for the last three years,”
Smolak said, “because people are more aware. … With
the [increased] training, I
think people started thinking, ‘Oh yeah, there’s something we can do here.’”
Nikki Keller, College
counselor and staff leader
of the Sexual Misconduct
Advisors (SMA) program,
also cited a rise in Title IX
awareness in regard to the
numbers in Smolak’s email.
“[The statistics] are really
consistent with the kind of
reports we get,” Keller said.
“I know the number seems
high, [but] I don’t think
it’s … realistically different
than many other years; it’s
just that more of them are

“

[Releasing a mid-year report] is not something that’s going to be like, ‘Here’s some
numbers, here’s some stats, now everybody
go away.’ This is here to stay.”

Nikki Keller, College Counselor

now getting to the Title IX
coordinator.” She added that
people seem to be “more
comfortable actually reporting things,” and that, this
year, “75-plus percent [of
sexual misconduct reports]
have gotten to the Title IX
coordinator.”
The mid-year report
may not necessarily reflect a
spike in sexual misconduct
on campus. “Has it changed
that much? Probably not,”
Keller said. “Realistically, …
I think it’s the same influx
most years, which is unfortunate.” Rather, the Title IX
initiative and its coordinators, she said, have worked
to inform students of their
options and support them
through the subsequent processes. “I don’t think they
necessarily push or encourage people to do one thing
or another,” Keller said.
“More have gone through,
though, the judicial process
than ever before — it’s kind
of unprecedented territory,
and I don’t know what that
necessarily reflects.”
A sophomore student
who has reported sexual
misconduct appreciated the
email’s intention but wished
“the College [had] made
a gesture that said we are
aware of how many people
go through this.” She also
expressed concern than an

email may not reach as much
of the Kenyon community as
a “more public or palpable”
medium could.
Keller, too, acknowledged
that the update was a step
in the right direction as far
as transparency, but thinks
the College could go further
to reassure students dealing
with sexual misconduct by
breaking down the reports
from a raw number into categories such as stalking and
sexual harassment. With a
more contextualized report,
Keller said, “people can go
like, ‘Oh, OK, that makes me
feel a little bit better, or that
makes me feel a bit worse.’”
Additionally,
releasing
a mid-year report “is not
something that’s going to
be like, ‘Here’s some numbers, here’s some stats, now
everybody go away,’” Keller
said. “This is here to stay.
The target is to have everybody informed, have everybody know their rights and
responsibilities, have everybody know their resources
and … what they can do to
help feel comfortable.”
Smolak said she would
consider sending out another
update this semester, but her
time in the coordinator position is coming to a close. The
first candidate for a full-time
Title IX coordinator position
will be on campus today.

CDO’s Suflita departs
KATHERINE KING
STAFF WRITER

Allison Suf lita, associate director of career
development, is leaving
to pursue a job opportunity at Canisius College
in Buffalo, N.Y., which
she was offered in December 2014. In an email
to the Collegian, Suf lita
described the decision as
“bittersweet.”
“The students I have
worked with, my colleagues in the Career
Development Office and
partners across campus
have pushed me to not
only grow as a professional, but also as an individual,” Suf lita wrote.

“I am grateful to have
had this experience and
to build those relationships.”
Director of Career
Development Scott Layson wrote in an email
that Suf lita had helped
build recruiting programs and worked on
the CDO’s social media.
“She will be missed by all
who worked with her,”
Layson wrote. “I wish
her only the best on her
new journey.”
Associate
Director
of Career Development
Leslie Harding also expressed her regret at
seeing Suf lita leave.
“Allison has been a wonderful friend as well as

COURTESY OF KENYON
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

an amazing colleague,”
Harding wrote in an
email. “While I’m sad
to see her leave Kenyon,
I’m so happy for her as
she embarks on the next
chapter of her career.”
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Despite cost, students push for carbon neutrality at Kenyon
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
NEWS ASSISTANT

Going “carbon neutral” has been
a trend at colleges since 2007, when
the American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment
(ACUPCC) began a public campaign to promote carbon neutrality
at colleges and universities around
the country. Going carbon neutral
can take many different forms and
is described on the ACUPCC website as “having no net greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions.” Greenhouse gases have been linked to rising global
temperatures.
Matthew Meyers ’17 guesses it
will take “between 30 and 50” years
for Kenyon to become a carbon-neutral institution. Meyers is one of a
group of three students taking part
in an independent study to develop
a plan for Kenyon to go carbon neutral. The other two students are Sarah Oleisky ’16 and Lauren Johnstone
’15, who is spearheading the project,
while Professor of Biology Siobhan
Fennessy is serving in an advisory
role.
“You could get a new recycling
plan, you could build buildings in a
certain efficient way,” Meyers said.

“

I think if we can prove to the board ... that their
investment will give them quick returns ... they would
be more willing to accept our plan.”

Sarah Oleisky ’16, independent study student

“I think a huge part of it is definitely
tapping into those renewable energy resources, which is something I
think Kenyon has not done.”
The idea to launch a carbon neutral plan at Kenyon can be traced
back to a failed attempt in 2013 by
the Environmental Campus Organization (ECO) to convince the
Board of Trustees to divest (or disinvest) the College’s endowment from
fossil fuels. Johnstone described the
divestment initiative as a “long shot”
but explained that the failure allowed
ECO to take a closer look at what
goals it should pursue.
The carbon neutrality plan
“sprung up out of divestment,” according to Johnstone, who learned
about the ACUPCC initiative last
year. “I thought this was a great idea
to ... evolve from the divestment
campaign and use some of the things
that we had gotten from there, including relationships with administrators,” she said. Last fall, Johnstone

Scammers go phishing
JACK STUBBS
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon constantly swaps
“f” for “ph” in honor of its
founder, Philander Chase, as
in “Pheb Phunds” or “phun.”
However, one word with a
“ph” has had a negative impact
on Kenyon students: “phishing.”
Phishing is an attempt to
defraud someone of online
account information by posing as a legitimate entity. “You
can never be sure what private
or personal information the
phishers are trying to access,”
Helpline Manager Brandon
Warga said. In the last few
weeks, Kenyon has seen an
increase in phishing scams by
unknown third parties, which
ask Kenyon students for personal information. Phishing
scams compromise students’
personal, private information
within those accounts. “It’s
not just what’s in the email; it’s
what the username and password represent,” Warga said.
Phishing scams may also attempt to access email addresses, bank accounts and social
security numbers.
Edgar Martin ’17, who
works at Helpline, said, “Typically, the purpose behind acquiring these accounts is to use
them to spread the phishing
attack further, and to later use
these accounts to deliver spam
messages.”
Although it is difficult to
eliminate phishing entirely,
students can take steps to try
to ensure they do not fall for
scams. In the most recent in-
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met with Chief Business Office
Mark Kohlman, who Johnstone said
liked the idea and encouraged her to
present to the trustees.
Johnstone approached Fennessy
to be the independent study advisor
last semester but Fennessy claims “it’s
a completely student-driven project,”
explaining that the students drew up
the syllabus with the ultimate goal of
presenting their plan to the board.
The students expressed concern
about the program’s potential cost.
Meyers noted that the College’s
small endowment presented a problem; “at some point you’re going to
need a lot of money,” Meyers said.
Johnstone noted that it will be
necessary for Kenyon, if the plan is
approved, to hire a consultant group
to help with the transition. “Money’s
always a concern,” Johnstone said.
“We have limited funds. How do we
make this not detrimental to our endowment?”
Olesiky, who was an assistant to

cident,
the
phishers sent
an email to students, directing
them to a fake
IRS login page
that said “update your IRS
e-file immediately.” Previously, the phishers
directed students to a fake
Moodle login
DREW MEEKER | COLLEGIAN
page,
where
students were Helpline detected several phishing scams.
asked to enter
their Kenyon
respond quickly and trying to
username and password.
identify potentially harmful
“They borrow specific ele- emails.
ments from Google Apps, the
The increased number of
IRS, or even Kenyon’s Moodle phishing attempts may be due
page,” according to Warga, to in part to the “domino effect”
create a “false and urgent need created by technology. “Once
to sign in with personal infor- the phishers have access to
mation.”
one student’s account, they are
Warga noted an important able to immediately circulate
way to identify a scam email: the scam message to others as
“It’s important to look at the well,” Warga said. He suggests
actual email address, rather that phishing scams from an
than just the display name on inside source are more likely to
the email,” he said.
bypass Kenyon’s spam filters.
“It’s easy to tell if an email Access to only one student’s
is coming from someone you account makes it significantly
know,” Avery Tishue ’17 said. easier to circulate scam mes“The school’s emails are so sages around the community.
particular and formatted with
The ability of compromised
some consistency.”
information to be circulated
Warga states that students quickly among students is
may click on a scam email contributing to the increased
because of a “culture of re- number of phishing scams on
sponsiveness where students campus.
feel like they have to respond
“The more people that
quickly.” Because of this, it can know about these scams, the
be difficult to detect or iden- less likely they are to be suctify phishing emails. He ad- cessful in the future,” Warga
vises that students should find said. “To inspire prevention,
a balance between wanting to you have to imagine the worst.”

DREW MEEKER | COLLEGIAN

Professor of Chemistry Mo Hunsen supervises an organic chemistry lab.
former Sustainability Director Ed
Neal, explained that Neal worked
on how to make buildings more efficient and found that though the initial outlay was pricey, the buildings
would pay for themselves over time.
“I think the payback will be faster
than we anticipate,” Oleisky said. “I
think if we can prove to the board …
that their investment will give them
quick returns … they would be more
willing to accept our plan.”
Currently the students are focused on researching carbon neutrality and reviewing the plans of other

institutions that have already given
carbon neutrality the go-ahead. The
group will be giving a preliminary
presentation to President Sean Decatur, who expressed interest in the
project. All three of the students said
it was too early to determine what
their timeline would be, but they
hope to have a presentation ready by
the board’s spring meeting in April.
“I think it all depends on what
we see as feasible for Kenyon … and
how much money … Kenyon is willing to put into this project,” Johnstone said.

ACA affects Knox residents

Continued From Page 1
17 percent lower than the national average.
Shortly before the implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), also
known as “Obamacare,”
Layton had to drop her insurance due to a rate hike,
but thought she would be
able to sign up for cheaper
insurance through the Ohio
online exchange. After going through the registration process, she realized her
rate would be around double
what she paid previously.
The ACA “involves
healthy people, people who
can afford [private healthcare], paying into the system [so] that the people who
need it most are getting the
coverage,” Sam Whipple ’16,
president of Kenyon College
Democrats, said. The act,
Whipple said, was projected
to see “revenue from healthcare … go up dramatically”
and a “55-percent drop in
the number of uninsured.”
According to the Advocates
for Ohio’s Future webpage,
“only three percent of Knox
County residents” would still
not have insurance in 2015.
For Layton, the implementations have not been
favorable. She looked into
the price of the fine for not
buying insurance through
the Ohio exchange, which
ended up being less than the
insurance. “I figured, well, I
won’t carry it and I’ll just pay
the $65 fine, and I was going
to be stuck without insur-

ance again,” Layton said.
She then looked into coverage through Medicaid, for
which she was initially denied before Ohio changed
its requirements. “I get insurance for free with Medicaid, not that I like that,” she
said. “Usually you think of
Medicaid as … welfare, [for
someone who is] not working.” Layton works more
than 70 hours a week, yet
her coverage now is worse
than her pre-ACA private
insurance. Layton has yet to
find a dentists who will accept Medicaid.
Layton said she would
attempt to enroll in a plan
listed on the Ohio Health
exchange in the future.
The office of Congressman Bob Gibbs, the representative for Ohio’s 7th
Congressional
district,
which covers Knox County,
did not respond to requests
for comment. But, Gibbs’s
website expresses anti-ACA
feelings: on a page labeled
“Health,” the site reads: “I
understand the need to make
medical care more affordable
for families. … However,
Obamacare does not accomplish that goal.” Gibbs, a Republican, ran unopposed in
the 2014 midterm elections.
The Knox Community
Hospital (KCH), according to an email to the Collegian from KCH Director
of Marketing and Development Jeffrey Scott, “did see
an increase in the number
of patients who were covered either by a commercial

insurance policy or Medicaid last year following the
original enrollment period
for the Affordable Care Act
and Ohio’s expansion of the
Medicaid program.”
Professor
Emeritus
of Economics Richard
Trethewey, retired in 2007
but has returned to the Hill
several times to teach. He
could not teach a course this
semester due to an ACA
provision, as the act “prohibits hiring anyone who is
retired from a self-insured
institution and purchasing
or receiving supplemental
health insurance provided
by the institution,” Trethewey wrote in an email to the
Collegian. Trethewey was
informed this past December, that the only way he
could return to teach was
if he dropped his insurance
— something he was not
willing to do. According to
Trethewey, this provision
has affected other Kenyon
professors.
“There are still places
where the law is having negative effects, in terms of people losing coverage and premiums,” Whipple said. “But
I think the goal has been to
dramatically decrease the
amount of uninsured, and
that’s happening.”
For Layton, the law has
not shown positive results.
With open enrollment for
the ACA continuing until
February 15 in Knox County
and around the country, the
results of public opinion will
soon be in.
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Mailing system generates campus confusion

“

I think there’s been some hiccups and some problems ... [but] it’s really settled down.”

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY
NEWS EDITOR

Upon arrival in Gambier, students
are directed to two separate locations
for picking up mail: their P.O. box or
106 Gaskin Avenue, the basement of
Kenyon’s bookstore. But for faculty,
more options for delivery locations
can present difficulties due to a greater chance of misdelivering packages.
Visiting Professor of Creative
Writing Katharine Weber had difficulty locating a package. Weber included the address “Lentz House 99
College Park” on her package, but her
package never made it to the building. Instead, it was discovered in the
Maintenance Department building,
south of the Taft Cottages. “It’s a scavenger hunt,” Weber said in regard to
looking for packages. “Someone who
happened to be there saw my package
and brought it to me.”
To send packages to department
buildings, faculty must indicate the
building’s full address, or it may be rerouted to Maintenance according to
an email sent by Manager of Business
Services Fred Linger in August 2013.
Weber said that several of her packages have ended up there, but that she
is rarely notified of their arrival.
Maintenance Work Order Clerk
Paula Morrison said that mainte-

Fred Linger, Manager of Business Services

KRISTIN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

The Kenyon College Bookstore provides one location for delivery.
nance does receive some packages,
but that recipients are generally informed of a package’s arrival the day
that it arrives. “Well, anything’s possible,” she said. “But generally, we send
them an email letting them know its
here as long as their name is in the
register or on the campus site.”
Weber eventually tracked her
missing item down, but Assistant
Professor of Classics Micah Myers is
still looking for a package he ordered
over winter break. Myers ordered
textbooks to be delivered to the Ascension Hall mailroom, yet he has
been unable to locate the package.
“[The package] did have tracking on
it, so I know it arrived here,” Myers
said. He cited the fact that it arrived
during winter break as a possible reason for its disappearance. “This time
of year, people are getting so many

course books. … I suspect it [may]
just be under someone’s package in
another mail room.”
Although academic buildings
and maintenance provide other locations, the vast majority of Kenyon’s packages end up going through
the bookstore. “UPS and FedEx will
sometimes automatically redirect
packages to the bookstore because
they know a lot of stuff comes here,”
Bookstore Manager Jim Huang said.
“It’s easier to have their system kind
of re-address things to the bookstore
than actually do the work to try to figure out what’s what.”
Redirecting everything to maintenance or the bookstore became a College policy within the last five years,
due to some substantial changes in
security. Previously, mail would be
sorted, then sent to the buildings.

FedEx and UPS couriers could enter
buildings and leave packages outside
office doors and enter student residences. After changes in staff and the
occurrence of the 2010 Apple Valley murders, in which a man named
Matthew Hoffman killed three people and kidnapped a teenage girl in
Knox County, Kenyon increased its
security and sought to simplify the
process. “[The old system] stopped
after a reorganization after a retirement,” Linger said. “When you have
all these companies who are paid
all this money to deliver, I think we
asked ourselves, Why don’t we make
them deliver it?”
Initially, the transition posed
some problems, but Linger believes
that it has minimized the issues of
redirected packages. “I think there’s
been some hiccups and some problems. However, he believes the problems have lessed in time. Linger said,
“That first fall of ’13, we had a lot of
questions. But ... I think I’ve only
heard one UPS concern this entire
academic year.”
Redirecting people to one place
has its advantages, but making use

of the bookstore as a central delivery point poses other problems. The
downstairs space is tight and must
be able to be used to manage personal deliveries as well as goods for the
bookstore. A source associated with
the bookstore, who asked to remain
anonymous due to an employment
situation, believes that a centralized
mail room for all courier systems
would streamline the process of picking up deliveries. “I think they need
a spot for students,” the source said.
“[Deliveries] could be made easier.
Scanning systems would be great.
The College would get stuff done.”
However, creating a united space
for all mail systems seems unlikely.
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman suggested that a central mail
space would likely require hiring two
or more people to manage, for which,
he said, there is no room in the budget.
Although some packages have
fallen through the cracks, Linger
believes the system works. “For going from a centralized system to
what we’re doing, it could have been
worse.”

10 groups request Phebruary Phunds Nite Bites is back
MCKENNA TRIMBLE
STAFF WRITER

The solution to the winter
blues? Phebruary Phunds.
“February can be very
dreary,” Associate Dean of
Students Tacci Smith said.
“Although it’s the shortest
month of the year, at Kenyon,
it feels like it drags on.”
Alumni established the
Davidson Fund, a pool of
$10,000 to be put towards
funding non-alcoholic, student-driven, campus-wide
events during the month of
February. The Student Activities Office (SAO) later added
the stipulation that the event
must be held on a weekend in
order to promote student attendance.
Initially, the SAO used
the fund to throw the annual Philander’s Phling, which
Smith likened to a traditional
high school prom. However,
student interest in hosting
the event waned over time.
“The problem was, over the
years, we definitely had students who wanted to come
to it, participate in it, but not
students who wanted to plan
it,” Smith said. By 2010, no
student groups stepped forward to host the event, so the
fund went unused. Smith and
other members of the SAO
decided to expand the use of
the fund to include other student-run events in February,
renaming the account “Phebruary Phunds,” also known as
“Pheb Phunds.”

KATIE LOVINS | COLLEGIAN

Cinearts was one of 10 groups to apply for the Phunds.
Ethan Fuirst ’17, treasurer
of Cinearts, said the group
took advantage of Phebruary Phunds this year to plan a
“Nora Ephron-a-Thon,” a triple screening of director Ephron’s When Harry Met Sally,
Sleepless in Seattle and You’ve
Got Mail to be held this Valentine’s Day. “What we wanted to do was going to be very
expensive and we were asking
for a lot of money from the
Budget and Finance Committee [BFC] … and we were
nervous they wouldn’t give us
the money,” Fuirst said.
Kenyon Hillel also applied
for Phebruary Phunds to host
a screening of the film Everything is Illuminated. Hillel
Co-Manager Julia Hartman
’15 cited a tight budget created by Hillel’s new location
on campus — the Rothenburg Hillel House — for the
club’s application for funds.
“We are so grateful to have
the new building,” Hartman
wrote in an email to the Collegian. “However, furnishing
Rothenburg and stocking its

two kosher kitchens proved to
be an extremely expensive endeavor! We applied for Pheb
Phunds in order to alleviate
our budget constraints.”
Smith cited 10 groups
who applied for the Phunds
through an application on
OrgSync. In the application,
groups had to specify how the
event would benefit the Kenyon community as well as
provide a line-by-line spreadsheet of any anticipated expenses. Of the 10 organizations that applied, three had
also received Phunds last year.
Smith, along with a committee composed of student
representatives from each
class year, a member of the
Student Life Committee, a
member of Greek Council, a
member of the BFC and Student Activities Intern and
Director of Student Activities
Laura Kane reviewed each
application. There was no
limitation on the number of
groups that could be awarded
funding. “There’s no rhyme
or reason,” Smith said. “We

could do one, we could do 10
if there was enough money
and it made sense.” The Craft
Center, the Horn Gallery and
Zeta Alpha Pi (Zeta) received
funding again this year, as
well as Cinearts, Hillel and
the Asian Society at Kenyon.
There is also no specification for the amount of
money that can be awarded
to each group. Cinearts was
granted the amount they requested in full. Of the available $10,000, Smith reported
that about $9,800 had been
allotted to different events,
with the most money going to support a Zeta-hosted
Casino Night and the smallest sum of money funding a
crafting event hosted by the
Craft Center. “We were really
able to, this year, give everybody what they requested and
maybe even a little bit more,”
Smith said.
After each club is granted
Phunds, a staff member of
the Student Activities Office
acts as their advisor for their
event. Fuirst, one of Smith’s
advisees, was grateful for the
one-on-one consultations.
“Having an advisor … to help
us understand exactly [how
to make] the money transactions really helped, because
we’ve done transactions
through the BFC and sometimes that [felt] … a little confusing,” Fuirst said.
With Phebruary Phunds,
students can hopefully avoid
the dreariness that late winter
has come to promise.

Continued from Page 1

took place at the end of last
semester. “We’re in a hybrid
position, because [also] before
the people who owned it ran
it, so they had some skin in the
game,” Tsimakoko said. “Now
we are trying to build a management structure because
running a business is very
time-consuming and keeping
a loose structure may not be a
good move for the company.”
He is unsure of what the future
ownership dynamics will be,
but for now, an executive board
has been created to ensure the
continued survival of the company.
Dani Gorton ’18 is on the
new board of Nite Bites. She
began working with Nite Bites
in October. While not directly
a part of the restructuring process, Gorton is on new staff.
“As owners graduated, there
weren’t enough people to do all
the work, so last semester Reagan wanted to restructure then
start up again,” she said.
Along with the restructuring, there are new additions to
the menu: banana milkshakes,
nachos, and a new variety of
sandwiches.
Nite Bites has operated out
of Peirce Pub since the 20112012 school year. The current
pub is a relatively new development on campus, only taking
its current form after the 2008
renovations to Peirce Hall,
according to College Historian and Keeper of Kenyoniana
Tom Stamp ’73.

“The pub used to be known
as ‘The Shoppes’ and was
a College-run coffee shop,”
Stamp said. “‘The Shoppes’ was
only about one-third the size of
the current pub area.” In 1996,
the pub took its current name,
according to Kenyonhistory.
net, though Stamp said he did
not “know of any future plans
for the College to serve alcohol
to students,” in Peirce or otherwise.
He also mentioned that
the space is technically not alcohol free, although students
are not allowed to be served or
consume alcohol within it. Official functions such as alumni
dinners can serve alcohol at
Peirce. Tsimakoko explained
that Nite Bites would like a license. It’s something that could
be looked into but not anytime
soon saying,“The process to
attain a liquor license is both a
long and grueling process. The
benefit must outweigh the cost
in all business decisions.”
Nite Bites is allowed to use
the pub space free of charge,
“on the basis that we provide
valuable employment to students as well as providing a
service to the community,”
Tsimakoko said. Nite Bites is
held to the same health and
safety standards as AVI, due to
the proximity in which the two
function.
Tsimakoko and Gorton
expressed their hope that Nite
Bites will remain a permanent
fixture on campus, unlike the
other services that have used
the space in the past.
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ASK A
PROFESSOR
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Which element on
the periodic table
do you relate to the
most?

EDITORS: INDIA AMOS
AND MAYA KAUFMAN

“Platinum. A catalyst
for change.”
— Professor of
Chemistry
Scott Cummings

“I can’t pick one: nitrogen, yttrium, tantalum and uranium, not
necessarily in that order.”
— Associate Professor of Chemistry Yutan Getzler
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GReek

Two Collegian staffers give firsthand accounts of rushing at Kenyon.
GRIFFIN BURROUGH | OPINIONS ASSISTANT

When I think of fraternities I think
of my favorite movie of all time: Animal
House. Here’s one thing I’m not: anything
like anyone in Animal House. I thought that
the Greeks would be wild and that I, as a socially awkward man-child, would never fit
in.
My decision to rush came from playing
frisbee. I wanted to find more guys at Kenyon who were as cool and fun as those on
the frisbee team — so I decided that I wanted to go Greek.

Phi Tau Events
CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Maya Lowenstein ’18, left, speaks with the sisters of Zeta Alpha Pi at Spa Night.
MAYA LOWENSTEIN | STAFF WRITER

Ever since I watched the movie Legally
Blonde, the idea of joining a sorority has
intrigued me. Elle Woods aside, the media
often portray Greek life in a negative light.
Yet when my older sister and cousin pledged
sororities at their respective colleges, they
spoke highly of sisterhood. Hearing firsthand about their positive Greek life experiences sealed the deal; I, too, would rush.
Rush week was stressful, as I had to balance homework, play rehearsals and rush
events with other commitments. I gravitated
toward Zeta [Zeta Alpha Pi] and Theta [Theta Delta Phi], as I was more familiar with the
girls in those sororities. However, I wish I
could have attended events hosted by all of
the sororities, and I definitely would advise
future first years to consider multiple organizations rather than just one.

Meet and Greet
When first years ponder the age-old
question, “To rush or not to rush?,” a great
incentive for the former is the free food —
and I was not disappointed. The Thetas enticed rushees with chocolate — both milk
and white — fondue fountains. Five minutes
in, of course, I managed to spill chocolate
on myself. At the other end of the hall, the
Zetas served cupcakes and soda in the Beta
lounge. At the meet and greet, I met many
girls from both sororities and was also able
to see which other first years were rushing.
Although intimidating and awkward at
times, the meet and greet helped me assess
which girls I felt more comfortable around.

Board Game Night
Nothing brings strangers together like a
game of Cards Against Humanity. At Board
Game Night, hosted by the Thetas in their
division, we ate chocolate and played board

games. Since the event was centered around
an activity, the conversations felt more natural and I was able to connect more with the
girls. The downside was I felt like I was competing for attention with the other first years,
an unfortunate aspect of rush week.

Spa and Cookies
At Spa Night, hosted by the Zetas, we
made lotion, painted our nails and decorated
cookies. This was one of my favorite events,
but I know that it would not appeal to every
girl. By this point in the week, I was familiar with many of the girls, and I increasingly
realized that I felt more at ease around the
Zetas and my fellow rushees. This is when I
decided to focus my energy on this sorority.

Laser Tag
This was definitely my highlight of the
week. I was invited to go out to dinner and
laser tag in Columbus with the Zetas. We
built our own stir-fry at Genghis Grill, followed by laser tag. Even though I came in
last place during the first game, it was great
to interact with the girls in a more fun and
relaxed setting.

I knew going in that I wanted to rush Phi
Kappa Tau. However, I also wanted to go to
a rush event every night, so I was looking
for another fraternity to rush. I settled on
Alpha Delta Phi (AD) because I crashed
their formal and found that they were kind
people.
It would take too long to describe things
event-by-event, so I’ll just give you the juicy
bits. Rushing Phi Tau was exactly what I
expected, but in a good way. I expected to
hang out with some well-intentioned, chill
guys and I got that. Their events didn’t have
the structure that other fraternities’ seemed
to have. Other fraternities had bowling, or
wing night or their exclusive “we want you
to pledge” steak dinner. The Phi Taus had
events that were just about getting to know
the Phi Taus. At the Milkshake Mixer, I
drank a Trix cereal and strawberry PopTart milkshake and talked. At Mocktails, I
drank soda and talked. At Story Time, I just
talked. If this sounds boring, I assure you, it
wasn’t. I loved getting to know the Phi Taus
and hearing about their journey to becoming a frat and why they are called the “chosen ones.”

AD Events
My experience rushing ADs was wildly
different but it was also one of the greatest
times I’ve had at Kenyon so far. I was far
more anxious when I was rushing ADs because I didn’t know any of them. I wasn’t on
their radar. I walked in awkwardly on Tuesday for bowling but my fears were quickly
alleviated. They quickly made me feel comfortable and eating a ton of pizza with them
in their lounge is still one of the highlights
of my rush week. At wing night, I met more
ADs and I started to think that maybe my
rush experience wasn’t so black and white
after all. At the much-anticipated car smash,
I took a few hits with a sledgehammer and
managed to smash my finger but the ADs
quickly patched me up and sent me on my
way. For some reason they invited me to
their steak dinner, but steak isn’t exactly the
right word for what I ate. I don’t think there
is a word in the English language for it — it
was that good. My time with the ADs ended
with a rousing speech by one of their alumni
and their president. Afterwards, I knew my
decision was not going to be easy to make.

The Experience
Rush week was amazing, plain and simple. I met some great guys and was given a
lot of free food. I did make some mistakes,
though. I was so preoccupied with trying to
make fraternities like me that I didn’t experience all that Greek life had to offer. I only
went to two frats’ events. I still don’t know
anything about the Delts [Delta Tau Delta],
the Phi Kaps [Phi Kappa Sigma] or DPhis
[Delta Phi]. If future generations of rushees
read this: experience everything rush week
has to offer.

The Experience
Rush week often felt like I was in the first
week of college all over again. In an effort
to make small talk, I politely answered the
classic questions, “Where are you from?”
and “What classes are you taking?” and the
daunting, “Why did you decide to rush?”
However, rush week also gave me a glimpse
of the meaning behind sisterhood. At the
Zetas’ final dinner on Sunday, girls shared
stories about why they rushed and what sisterhood meant to them. I was touched by the
stories they shared, and hopefully one day I
will be able to share my own.

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

The brothers of Alpha Delta Phi (ADs) host their traditional “car smash” rush event.
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Do anonymous online debates work for you? True/False
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Capitalism installation inspires new application of Yik Yak.
GABRIELLE HEALY
CONTRIBUTOR

“If capitalism doesn’t
work for you, how then are
you attending a liberal arts
school?” “Voting false on
the capitalism exhibit is not
necessarily a vote in favor
of communism. There are
other options.” “What if this
whole capitalism thing is a
social experiment, and Yik
Yak was the measure.”
Gambier-area users of
the anonymous social media app Yik Yak posted
these messages and more
in response to artist Steve
Lambert’s bright and colorful installation piece in
front of the Gund Gallery.
Unless you’ve been hibernating for the past couple
of weeks, you probably have
not missed it. The piece is
called Capitalism Works
For Me! (True/False), and
it allows people to vote on
whether capitalism works
for them in their lives. In a

2013 video about the project, Lambert said he uses
“signs and advertising … so
people can just walk up and
they know how it works. …
Once they’re there ... it gets
more complicated.” “Complicated” is a sentiment
which has manifested itself
on campus since the sign’s
installation.
While some might say
the nuances of our economic system shouldn’t be
discussed anonymously in
only 200 characters, I think
it’s a good start. There is so
much to devote our attention to these days; it seems
like there’s a headline everywhere, or someone asking us to do something or
read something. The fact
that someone started a conversation about it, no matter
the forum, is a meaningful
contribution to our campus
community. In months past
at Kenyon, the divisive social media forum has caused

controversy in conjunction
with Take Back at the Night
— perhaps this could be a
way for the app to have a
more constructive role.
The key is the way in
which we transition the debate from an online posting
to real conversations. The
fact that people are posting
about capitalism instead
of about what’s at Peirce is
enough of a conversationstarter, as the usual topics
under discussion on Yik
Yak are normally quite different from this one. After
all, what the piece is asking
the viewer to consider and
engage with is a seemingly
simple issue. “Yes or no, does
capitalism work for you?”
However, upon further investigation, the discussion
becomes more complex and
nuanced, intrinsically tied
to place and social context.
Because of this, perhaps the
issues are more appropriate
to hash out over lunch with

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Artist Steve Lambert’s Capitalism Works for Me! (True/False) outside the Gund Gallery.
friends or with professors of
various disciplines. But Yik
Yak might be a good start.
Last week, President
Barack Obama’s State of the
Union speech highlighted
issues surrounding economic inequality. Lambert’s

piece helps us analyze our
current system, regardless
of political affiliation, and
in this way helps us become
more engaged citizens. If
discussion on Yik Yak helps
us think more, even just a
little bit, about the United

States in which we want to
live, I don’t see any problem
with that.
Gabrielle Healy ’18 is undeclared from Fairhaven,
Mass. She can be reached at
healyg@kenyon.edu.

Capitalism pushes buttons Title IX and students
NATALIE MARSH
CONTRIBUTOR

I am pleased to hear that
Steve Lambert’s public sculpture, Capitalism Works for
Me! (True/False), has elicited
such debate and consideration. Although I have not
had time to follow the social
media conversation, I have
been asked to reflect on the
value of the work to our community and within the context of the exhibition to which
it belongs: Resistance and
Revolution: Print, Technology
and Community Activism, on
view in the Buchwald-Wright
Gallery in Gund Gallery
through March 8. This small
exhibition brings attention to
an intentionally varied selection of politically engaged art
from the past decade.
It ranges from a traditional intaglio print edition
by Enrique Chagoya that references important 18th-19thcentury works by Spanish
artist Francisco Goya (17461848), to mass-produced
prints by Shepard Fairey of
“Obey” fame, to the far more
socially interventionist works
by Lambert, the Yes Men, and
numerous others working
within an active artistic arena
of digital, mainstream media
and social venues.
I began to think about
this exhibition a couple of
years ago when contemplating the role of visual images
during the various Occupy
movements’ activities when
an outpouring of creative effort went into the production

“

Sometimes artists articulate, with perfect
pitch, exactly what needs to be said about
existing in a particular time and place. Their
sharp satire and poignant parody often make
us laugh while simultaneously exposing our
complicity.”
of posters, T-shirts and other
forms of communication.
More recently, the troubling
events in Ferguson, Mo. last
year motivated an equally
visual form of ongoing protest that demanded we question the different experiences
of the systems of power that
we are responsible for having
constructed.
With the belief that exhibitions have the power to ask
tough questions, I opted to
organize the exhibition in order to focus our attention on
the artistic and popular visual
responses to the political, economic, racial and other social
issues of this moment. Sometimes artists articulate, with
perfect pitch, exactly what
needs to be said about existing in a particular time and
place. Their sharp satire and
poignant parody often make
us laugh while simultaneously exposing our complicity.
Parody has proven to be
one of the most effective forms
of cultural critique available
in today’s media age, an era in
which many younger socially
engaged individuals gravitate
toward commentators such
as Stephen Colbert and Jon
Stewart to learn about and
understand the complexity of
our political world. Lambert’s

public work is a familiar sign
fixture, manufactured by an
Ohio company that makes
signs for stores, restaurants
and other commercial entities. His voting booth (which
was vandalized; ironically,
the “no” button was removed)
asks participants to actively
decide whether our economic
system works for them.
Sometimes
Lambert
stands next to the piece and
poses questions to participants about their immediate assumptions, regardless of whether one might
be reaching for the “yes” or
“no” button. The responses
to his questions are revealing;
sometimes people are even
moved to share intimate personal and family narratives.
Indeed, in order to participate
fully as a viewer, he asks us
to think critically about what
we do, where we come from,
and what our stories are. We
might weigh our relationships, the things we see, read
and hear, and the compelling
stories others share with us.
Ultimately, the work asks us
to examine who we are.
Natalie Marsh is the director of the Gund Gallery. Contact her at marshn@kenyon.
edu.

NICOLE KELLER
CONTRIBUTOR

The spirit and intent
behind Title IX is to reduce
and eliminate sexual
misconduct on college
campuses. The guidelines
were created on a national
level, and Kenyon is
making a diligent effort
to both support and
implement the three calls
of Title IX: stop, prevent
and remedy.
In response to [Interim
Title IX Coordinator]
Linda Smolak’s recent
email regarding Title IX
statistics from last semester I feel that these statistics are closer to being an
accurate representation of
what happens on campus.
Students are now reporting a wide variety of issues,
which I feel is a very positive step. It is important
to note that these reports
have run the gamut, from
drawing sexual images in
public spaces to serious actions of sexual assault.
The student body may
feel alarmed initially by
seeing the increased report
statistics. However, we
need to keep in mind the
expansive categories under
which Title IX operates.
Smolak is our interim
Title IX coordinator and
has extended herself and
her experience to assisting
many students who find
themselves in unfortunate
circumstances or who felt
harassed in some capacity.

“

While we have several goals, the primary
focus at this time is on-campus dialogue between students to gain a better understanding
of ... ways of continuing to enhance an enviroment of mutual support and respect.”

Kenyon is currently in
the process of searching
for Linda’s replacement
and the candidates will
be interviewing starting
today and into next week.
I invite and encourage
students, faculty and
staff to attend meetand-greet sessions and
provide feedback to the
search committee, as I
see this position as being
extremely important to
the Kenyon community.
In light of Title IX
legislation and increasing
numbers
of
reports,
multiple Kenyon groups
have
dedicated
time
and
conversation
to
these issues and are
currently
collaborating
to provide information,
programming
and
discussion
centering
on sexuality, societal
implications, positive sex
and notions of consent.
These groups thus
far consist of Kenyon
athletics
(coaches
and student athletes),
Sexual
Misconduct
Advisors, Greek Council,
Community Advisors and
ResLife staff, Crozier, Peer
Counselors, Campus Safety, the Dean of Student’s
office, the president’s office

and various other staff and
faculty members.
While we have several
goals,
the
primary
focus at this time is oncampus dialogue between
students to gain a better
understanding of student
needs and ideas on ways
of continuing to enhance
an environment of mutual
support and respect. In
the weeks and months
to come, we will be
reaching out to many of
you for your thoughts and
ideas. It is of the utmost
importance that we gain
insight from students and
design programming that
is student-driven. If you,
your organization, your
office or any combination
of such would be interested
in being part of the
solution, please email me.
Kenyon has always been
a place built on the value
of independent thought
and expression — let’s all
join in maintaining that
momentum. Thank you
for all that each of you do
for the greater good of Kenyon College.
Nicole Keller is a member of the Kenyon College
counseling staff. Contact
her at kellern@kenyon.edu.

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, JAN. 29 | KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM

Do anonymous online debates work for you? True/False

7

Capitalism installation inspires new application of Yik Yak.
GABRIELLE HEALY
CONTRIBUTOR

“If capitalism doesn’t
work for you, how then are
you attending a liberal arts
school?” “Voting false on
the capitalism exhibit is not
necessarily a vote in favor
of communism. There are
other options.” “What if this
whole capitalism thing is a
social experiment, and Yik
Yak was the measure.”
Gambier-area users of
the anonymous social media app Yik Yak posted
these messages and more
in response to artist Steve
Lambert’s bright and colorful installation piece in
front of the Gund Gallery.
Unless you’ve been hibernating for the past couple
of weeks, you probably have
not missed it. The piece is
called Capitalism Works
For Me! (True/False), and
it allows people to vote on
whether capitalism works
for them in their lives. In a

2013 video about the project, Lambert said he uses
“signs and advertising … so
people can just walk up and
they know how it works. …
Once they’re there ... it gets
more complicated.” “Complicated” is a sentiment
which has manifested itself
on campus since the sign’s
installation.
While some might say
the nuances of our economic system shouldn’t be
discussed anonymously in
only 200 characters, I think
it’s a good start. There is so
much to devote our attention to these days; it seems
like there’s a headline everywhere, or someone asking us to do something or
read something. The fact
that someone started a conversation about it, no matter
the forum, is a meaningful
contribution to our campus
community. In months past
at Kenyon, the divisive social media forum has caused

controversy in conjunction
with Take Back at the Night
— perhaps this could be a
way for the app to have a
more constructive role.
The key is the way in
which we transition the debate from an online posting
to real conversations. The
fact that people are posting
about capitalism instead
of about what’s at Peirce is
enough of a conversationstarter, as the usual topics
under discussion on Yik
Yak are normally quite different from this one. After
all, what the piece is asking
the viewer to consider and
engage with is a seemingly
simple issue. “Yes or no, does
capitalism work for you?”
However, upon further investigation, the discussion
becomes more complex and
nuanced, intrinsically tied
to place and social context.
Because of this, perhaps the
issues are more appropriate
to hash out over lunch with

KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN

Artist Steve Lambert’s Capitalism Works for Me! (True/False) outside the Gund Gallery.
friends or with professors of
various disciplines. But Yik
Yak might be a good start.
Last week, President
Barack Obama’s State of the
Union speech highlighted
issues surrounding economic inequality. Lambert’s

piece helps us analyze our
current system, regardless
of political affiliation, and
in this way helps us become
more engaged citizens. If
discussion on Yik Yak helps
us think more, even just a
little bit, about the United

States in which we want to
live, I don’t see any problem
with that.
Gabrielle Healy ’18 is undeclared from Fairhaven,
Mass. She can be reached at
healyg@kenyon.edu.

Capitalism pushes buttons Title IX and students
NATALIE MARSH
CONTRIBUTOR

I am pleased to hear that
Steve Lambert’s public sculpture, Capitalism Works for
Me! (True/False), has elicited
such debate and consideration. Although I have not
had time to follow the social
media conversation, I have
been asked to reflect on the
value of the work to our community and within the context of the exhibition to which
it belongs: Resistance and
Revolution: Print, Technology
and Community Activism, on
view in the Buchwald-Wright
Gallery in Gund Gallery
through March 8. This small
exhibition brings attention to
an intentionally varied selection of politically engaged art
from the past decade.
It ranges from a traditional intaglio print edition
by Enrique Chagoya that references important 18th-19thcentury works by Spanish
artist Francisco Goya (17461848), to mass-produced
prints by Shepard Fairey of
“Obey” fame, to the far more
socially interventionist works
by Lambert, the Yes Men, and
numerous others working
within an active artistic arena
of digital, mainstream media
and social venues.
I began to think about
this exhibition a couple of
years ago when contemplating the role of visual images
during the various Occupy
movements’ activities when
an outpouring of creative effort went into the production

“

Sometimes artists articulate, with perfect
pitch, exactly what needs to be said about
existing in a particular time and place. Their
sharp satire and poignant parody often make
us laugh while simultaneously exposing our
complicity.”
of posters, T-shirts and other
forms of communication.
More recently, the troubling
events in Ferguson, Mo. last
year motivated an equally
visual form of ongoing protest that demanded we question the different experiences
of the systems of power that
we are responsible for having
constructed.
With the belief that exhibitions have the power to ask
tough questions, I opted to
organize the exhibition in order to focus our attention on
the artistic and popular visual
responses to the political, economic, racial and other social
issues of this moment. Sometimes artists articulate, with
perfect pitch, exactly what
needs to be said about existing in a particular time and
place. Their sharp satire and
poignant parody often make
us laugh while simultaneously exposing our complicity.
Parody has proven to be
one of the most effective forms
of cultural critique available
in today’s media age, an era in
which many younger socially
engaged individuals gravitate
toward commentators such
as Stephen Colbert and Jon
Stewart to learn about and
understand the complexity of
our political world. Lambert’s

public work is a familiar sign
fixture, manufactured by an
Ohio company that makes
signs for stores, restaurants
and other commercial entities. His voting booth (which
was vandalized; ironically,
the “no” button was removed)
asks participants to actively
decide whether our economic
system works for them.
Sometimes
Lambert
stands next to the piece and
poses questions to participants about their immediate assumptions, regardless of whether one might
be reaching for the “yes” or
“no” button. The responses
to his questions are revealing;
sometimes people are even
moved to share intimate personal and family narratives.
Indeed, in order to participate
fully as a viewer, he asks us
to think critically about what
we do, where we come from,
and what our stories are. We
might weigh our relationships, the things we see, read
and hear, and the compelling
stories others share with us.
Ultimately, the work asks us
to examine who we are.
Natalie Marsh is the director of the Gund Gallery. Contact her at marshn@kenyon.
edu.

NICOLE KELLER
CONTRIBUTOR

The spirit and intent
behind Title IX is to reduce
and eliminate sexual
misconduct on college
campuses. The guidelines
were created on a national
level, and Kenyon is
making a diligent effort
to both support and
implement the three calls
of Title IX: stop, prevent
and remedy.
In response to [Interim
Title IX Coordinator]
Linda Smolak’s recent
email regarding Title IX
statistics from last semester I feel that these statistics are closer to being an
accurate representation of
what happens on campus.
Students are now reporting a wide variety of issues,
which I feel is a very positive step. It is important
to note that these reports
have run the gamut, from
drawing sexual images in
public spaces to serious actions of sexual assault.
The student body may
feel alarmed initially by
seeing the increased report
statistics. However, we
need to keep in mind the
expansive categories under
which Title IX operates.
Smolak is our interim
Title IX coordinator and
has extended herself and
her experience to assisting
many students who find
themselves in unfortunate
circumstances or who felt
harassed in some capacity.

“

While we have several goals, the primary
focus at this time is on-campus dialogue between students to gain a better understanding
of ... ways of continuing to enhance an enviroment of mutual support and respect.”

Kenyon is currently in
the process of searching
for Linda’s replacement
and the candidates will
be interviewing starting
today and into next week.
I invite and encourage
students, faculty and
staff to attend meetand-greet sessions and
provide feedback to the
search committee, as I
see this position as being
extremely important to
the Kenyon community.
In light of Title IX
legislation and increasing
numbers
of
reports,
multiple Kenyon groups
have
dedicated
time
and
conversation
to
these issues and are
currently
collaborating
to provide information,
programming
and
discussion
centering
on sexuality, societal
implications, positive sex
and notions of consent.
These groups thus
far consist of Kenyon
athletics
(coaches
and student athletes),
Sexual
Misconduct
Advisors, Greek Council,
Community Advisors and
ResLife staff, Crozier, Peer
Counselors, Campus Safety, the Dean of Student’s
office, the president’s office

and various other staff and
faculty members.
While we have several
goals,
the
primary
focus at this time is oncampus dialogue between
students to gain a better
understanding of student
needs and ideas on ways
of continuing to enhance
an environment of mutual
support and respect. In
the weeks and months
to come, we will be
reaching out to many of
you for your thoughts and
ideas. It is of the utmost
importance that we gain
insight from students and
design programming that
is student-driven. If you,
your organization, your
office or any combination
of such would be interested
in being part of the
solution, please email me.
Kenyon has always been
a place built on the value
of independent thought
and expression — let’s all
join in maintaining that
momentum. Thank you
for all that each of you do
for the greater good of Kenyon College.
Nicole Keller is a member of the Kenyon College
counseling staff. Contact
her at kellern@kenyon.edu.
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EDITORS: LAUREN KATZ AND
ELANA SPIVACK

UPCOMING EVENTS
JAN 29-31 | 8 P.M.

JAN 29 | 6 P.M.

JAN 30 | 5 P.M.

THEATER

SPEAKER

FILM

KCDC PRESENTS
THE BAKKHAI
BOLTON THEATER

CLAUDIA ESSLINGER
LECTURE
GUND GALLERY

JAN 30 | 7 P.M.

FRANCOPHONE FILM
FESTIVAL: GRIFIS & LE
CHAT DU RABIN
GUND GALLERY

DANCE

KENYON COLLEGE
BALLROOM DANCE CLUB

LATIN DANCE NIGHT
GUND BALLROOM

MLK Days of Dialogue open-mic night opens minds
ELANA SPIVACK
ARTS EDITOR

One might expect a host or emcee to kick off an event by entreating the audience to “sit back, relax
and enjoy the show.” Busola Olukoya ’15, however, chose a different
starting point: she commenced an
open-mic night by entreating the
audience members to speak their
minds. As the evening went on, the
audience followed her instructions.
This open mic, held on Wednesday, Jan. 21 at the Horn Gallery,
was a new addition to the MLK
Days of Dialogue event series, and
transcended a gathering of artistic
minds by fostering intensely personal conversation.
As a Discrimination Advisor
(DA), Olukoya sat on the planning
committee for the Days of Dialogue
events, which spanned from Jan. 16
to Jan. 22. Students were welcomed
to the committee for the first time
this year. Along with fellow DAs
Erika Cuevas ’16 and Alex Britt
’15, Olukoya suggested and organized the open-mic night, hoping it
would act as a less cerebral environment for students to openly discuss
any contentious topics relating to
race.
Olukoya found that the Days of
Dialogue committee welcomed the
idea. “We started planning this last

semester,” she said. “It’s been a couple months of planning. ... Nothing
like this has ever been done before
and they were like, ‘Yeah, that’s why
we have students on the … committee, so they can … have a voice
for student input.”
While the Days of Dialogue
schedule included a plethora of
different discussions and panels
on racial tension in America, Olukoya aimed for a less overtly intellectual environment with the open
mic. “I figured that panels are great,
but it’s more like a top-down [approach]: the panelists decide the
conversation,” she said. “With an
open mic you can take it wherever
you want.” A conversation-focused
event fosters a casual atmosphere
with an unabashed authenticity;
“an informal open mic is more …
raw, so you can really experience
people’s feelings … without using
big words,” Olukoya said.
Olukoya began the night with
an audio clip of Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s famous “Letter from a
Birmingham Jail.” She then read
the poem “Songs of Sorrow” by
Ghanaian poet Kofi Awoonor,
which expressed how the African
diaspora led to a loss of culture. “I
am on the world’s extreme corner; I
can only go beyond and forget,” one
of Awoonor’s lines read.
Patty Mota ’16 followed with an

a cappella rendition of Nina Simone’s “Four Women,” singing about
generations of discrimination, as
well as strength in a captivating,
sultry alto voice. Britt then presented an original spoken word poem.
“I’m still shaking because I’m really, really angry,” she prefaced as
she stood before the audience. Her
piece hit all different kinds of discrimination in the U.S., swiftly
punching out “-isms” like ableism,
sexism and racism.
However, it was the conversation that followed the performances that enriched the evening and
brought out the best in people and
their spoken opinions. Associate
Professor of Chemistry Yutan Getzler, this year’s chair of the Days of
Dialogue committee, expressed his
eager anticipation for this sort of
unfolding dialogue. “The thing I’m
really most excited about is after the
next two or three or four weeks [following the Days of Dialogue],” he
said. “I feel like in the past … opening up any conversation about race
is not an easy topic, that when opportunity for that [topic] to open up
happens, then it has frequently initiated much more interested conversation in the weeks after.” Getzler went to the open-mic event and
at first bashfully conceded his role
as the sole professor in attendance,
but then slowly opened up and add-

EMILY STEGNER | COLLEGIAN

Busola Olukoya ’15 gives opening remarks at the open-mic night.
ing his voice to the euphony of that
night’s conversation.
Getzler also commented on the
necessity for change, not just dialogue. “What I’m interested in is:
what can we change here?” he said.
“That always seems to pick up a little momentum, so this is an opportunity for maybe people to get some
ideas out.”
Getzler’s interest in conversation proved fruitful. Thirteen attendees sat in the Horn and shared
in an intimate conversation. Each
one introduced him- or herself, and
once the haze of self-consciousness
wore down, ideas came and went
fluidly. One of the most touched-

upon topics of the night was the deification of Martin Luther King, Jr.
himself. Attendees discussed how
our society exalts him so highly
that we make his level of courage
and outspokenness impossible to
reach, when in fact everybody who
fights for a cause should take action
and follow his example, rather than
wait for somebody else to stand up
and take the lead.
By the night’s end, the group left
with new words, songs and ideas
to inspire them. As enriching as
that one powerful evening was, the
coming weeks will tell how permanent these changes are, and whether students take action on campus.

Grammy-nominated Wu Man charms with pipa music
BAILEY BLAKER
ARTS ASSISTANT

“It’s like falling in love
with someone and the other
person doesn’t know you exist.” This was how Visiting
Assistant Professor of Asian
Music and Culture Mei Han
described her feelings toward the five-time Grammy
nominated pipa player and
composer Wu Man when
she introduced her this past
Sunday evening. The pipa is
a Chinese lute that is over
2,000 years old and came
to China by way of the Persian Empire, but Wu Man
has brought new life to the
instrument by her energy
and talent in performing
traditional Chinese as well
as modern music.
“I have been wanting to
play with Wu Man for 10
years,” Han said to a packed
Brandi Recital Hall before
Wu Man’s performance. In
fact, many audience members were forced to stand at
the room’s edge and sit in
the aisles during the performance.

At age 13, Wu Man
earned a place at the Central Conservatory in Beijing to study pipa. The piece
that won her that place was
a non-traditional pipa folktune, “Dance of the Yi People.”
“The following year, all
of the pipa players played
this song to get into music
school,” Wu Man said before she treated the audience to a special rendition
of the piece. Written in the
1960s, “Dance of the Yi People” carries with it the same
jaunty twang that is present
in western songs like the
Beatles’ “Love Me Do” or
“Can’t Buy Me Love.”
Though the themes in
Wu Man’s songs bare similarities to those of western
culture, this style of Chinese
music is far from familiar.
Silence is just as important
as sound in pieces such as
“Flute and Drum Music at
Sunset,” the first piece of the
concert. Each song was separated into smaller sections
by long pauses and subtle
tones, invoking an image

of misty mountains and ancient springs, and each song
reverberated with an intensity that western music cannot replicate.
Han also took the opportunity to interview Wu Man
in front of the audience.
“What could you say to
students who want to learn
about other cultures?” she
asked. Wu Man responded,
“Enjoy it. I think for your
life if you know about more
than one culture it is the
best opportunity. … Enrich
yourself and enrich your
life.”
Zachary Eydenberg ’18
said that experiencing Wu
Man’s performance helped
expand his openness to music. “It increased my willingness to look into [Chinese
music] more,” he said.
The concluding pieces
were collaborations between Han, Wu Man, Visiting Instructor of Music
Randy Raine-Reusch and
Adam Reed ’15. The first, a
duet between Han and Wu
Man, was put together only
an hour before by the two

STEPHANIE FONGHEISER | COLLEGIAN

Professor Mei Han on the zheng, left, accompanies pipa player Wu Man in a dynamic duet.
musicians. “Don’t tell them
that; otherwise they won’t
do their homework until the
hour before,” Han said after
Wu Man revealed the time
spent in preparation. The
energy and musicianship
onstage was palpable during
the group’s performances of
“Forest Rain” and “Dragon
Dog,” both composed by
Han and Raine-Reusch.
While “Forest Rain” was

full of darkness and smoky
jazz undertones, “Dragon
Dog” was fiery and wild.
Raine-Reusch explained the
origin of “Dragon Dog” as
a chronicle of his relationship with Han; the title is
derived from the pair’s combined astrological signs.
“These are the two signs that
should never get together,”
Raine-Reusch said. “They
are two volcanoes waiting to

happen. … We turned that
volcanic energy into music.” Everyone present could
feel the volcanic energy as
“Dragon Dog” came to a
close and the audience stood
to give the group a standing
ovation. The applause lasted
long after the musicians left
the stage, and persisted until
Wu Man returned for an encore performance of “White
Snow in a Sunny Spring.”
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Princeton Triangles make funny squares out of comedy
Princeton University and Kenyon College join
forces to bring comedic theater to campus.
SAM ROSCHEWSK
STAFF WRITER

What do F. Scott Fitzgerald, Professor of Music Reginald
Sanders and Brooke Shields have
in common? A lot more than you
might think. Each of these notable
figures is an alum of the Princeton
Triangle Club, a comedy group
from the namesake New Jersey
University that specializes in musical theater.
Founded in 1891, the group is
the oldest musical theater troupe
in the U.S., and tours annually to
perform a student-written comedy
musical. On Wednesday, Jan. 28
the group graced Rosse Hall with
a show.
However, this performance
didn’t just come about by luck.
With the help of some enthusiastic
alumni and professors, Kenyon was
able to bring the comedy of Princeton to the Hill. Sanders, College
Historian and Keeper of Kenyoniana Thomas Stamp Thomas Stamp,
Richard Brean ’70, and Allen
Jackson (whose wife is a Kenyon
alumna), spearheaded this project
and used each of their connections
with both Kenyon and Princeton to
bring this event to fruition.
“I was involved from my freshman year,” Sanders said of the
Princeton Triangle Club. “At that

time they would do a small fall
show, and a big spring show. ... So I
did one fall show, and three spring
shows, and in my senior year I was
the financial manager.” Sanders,
having worked this closely with
the Triangle Club, knew how beneficial this show would be for the
Kenyon community. Some other
connections really helped push it
along. “So when I was a freshman
at Princeton, a senior and the president of the club was a man named
Allen Jackson,” Sanders said.
“Many years later, it turns out, his
wife is a Kenyon alum and all three
of his kids went here. One parents’
weekend he recognized me from all
those years ago, and we’ve been in
touch since.” Jackson realized the
Triangle Club had two nights free
between their stops in Pittsburgh
and Chicago, and thought it would
be a great idea for the club to stop
at Kenyon.
In addition to these two men
having the Princeton-Kenyon
connection, there was also Brean,
who did graduate work at Princeton, and Stamp, who worked at
the university. “I first saw the annual show in Pittsburgh with a
high school friend who was then a
Princeton freshman,” Stamp wrote
in an email to the Collegian. “After I
began working at Princeton several
years later, I always made it a point

KATIE LOVINS | COLLEGIAN

Musical-comedy shenanigans ensued in Rosse Hall when the Princeton Triangle Club came to perform.
to attend the club’s on-campus performances, which were always entertaining.”
Brean, who is both a Kenyon
and Princeton alum, as well as a
personal friend of Stamp, found
out about the project and decided
to get involved too. It was truly a
group effort and passionate connection to both schools that allowed the Princeton Triangle Club
to visit Kenyon. The Triangle Club
brought a triple threat of comedy,
vocals and choreography, as they
showed in their opening number,
“Nothing Ever Happens in Princ-

eton.” Their sharp movements and
tight harmonies showed that there
was only much more goodness to
come.
Their musical numbers were
easily the strongest of their performance. One number that stuck
out in particular was “Bad Habits,” a song about a bunch of nuns
who were upset about not getting
raptured in the apocalypse. It was
hilariously done and the song itself
was incredibly catchy.
Some of our own Kenyon student comedians were part of the
show, performing some of their

own classic sketches, and they were
wonderful as always. It was particularly rewarding to see the Princeton students laughing just as hard
as the Kenyon students were at all
the jokes.
“They were very passionate
about what they did, and it was a
universally enjoyable experience
because of that,” Luca Agunos ’18
said after the show. The show was
truly enjoyable for all ages; whether
it was a first-year student, a professor, or a community member, everyone left Rosse Hall with a smile
on his or her face.

Ransom Notes hope to wow at a cappella competition

“

GABE BRISON-TREZISE
CHIEF COPY EDITOR

A half-dozen students,
many of them in stocking feet, sprawled on top
of each other in the center of the Rosse Hall stage
around 9 p.m. Tuesday
night. Members of the a
cappella group the Ransom
Notes, they were enjoying a
break from rehearsing for
the Great Lakes quarterfinal of the International
Championship of Collegiate A Cappella (ICCAs).
The Notes are one of 10
groups slated to participate
in the event, which is being
held this Saturday in Bowling Green, Ohio.
“It’s exciting because
we get to perform outside
of Kenyon to a huge audience, with really impressive sound and lighting
equipment,” Emma Brown
’17, the group’s music director, said.
In addition to adjusting
to the high-tech nature of
the event, groups must also
incorporate choreography
into their sets. The Notes
have been performing their
four-song set — a mashup of “Over the Rainbow,”
“Halo,” by Beyoncé, “Fly
Me to the Moon,” and

How does Sinatra make you feel?
It makes you feel cool; it makes you
feel laid-back. So there’s a lot of sitting back and snapping.”

Peter Birren ’15, Ransom Notes Co-President

COURTESY OF KENYON RANSOM NOTES

Katie Connell ’18 and the Ransom Notes rehearse in Brandi Recital Hall.
“E.T.,” by Katy Perry —
for years, but are just now
learning a dance routine to
go along with it.
“Everything gets harder
when you introduce choreography,” Peter Birren
’15, co-president of the
group, said. “We’ve sung
these parts so many times
that when we’re performing we’re concentrating on
what steps we’re doing.”
Among those steps are the
Charleston, which Birren
borrowed from his musical theater experience, and
the jazz square, a smooth
motion involving repeated
foot crossovers.
The blend and build
of the singers’ voices, together with their dynamic

choreography, drove the
group’s roughly 10-minute
set forward at their Tuesday-night rehearsal. Standing in an arc to begin “Over
the Rainbow,” the popular
ballad written for The Wizard of Oz, the group’s clean
harmonies set the tone for
what was to come. The altos stepped forward, and
the rest of the group soon
filled in, creating a smaller
arc that then folded into a
line at the front of the stage
for the transition to “Halo.”
The seamless way the
set’s songs flowed into each
other was no accident.
ICCA rules cap groups at 12
minutes, and the Notes use
artful transitions between
songs to both “make best

use of time” and “maintain
momentum,” according to
Birren. These moments are
largely the work of Taylor
Hartwell ’14, who arranged
the set and was a founding
member of the group.
“Halo” was soloed by
Conor Tazewell ’15, who
fell back into the choreographed arms of his peers
when he sang, “But this
don’t even feel like falling.”
As the harmonies that ended “Halo” faded out, the
group turned their backs
on the audience, whereupon Erich Slimak ’15
broke out of the huddle to
solo “Fly Me to the Moon,”
marking the most entertaining part of the set.
Birren, standing in for

usual beatboxer Mark Ashin ’18, provided a cool percussive complement to Slimak’s rich bass voice.
At one point, the group
organized itself into two
parallel lines behind Slimak and, in synchronized
fashion, leaned forward
and back. “Fly Me to the
Moon,” a song popularized
by Frank Sinatra, “is probably the most intense choreography that we have,”
Birren said. “How does
Sinatra make you feel?
It makes you feel cool; it
makes you feel laid-back.
So there’s a lot of sitting
back and snapping.”
The group then moved
into its rendition of Katy
Perry’s “E.T.” Kendall
Theroux ’17 handled the
solo with aplomb. The
song built beautifully, and
the herky-jerky, alienlike dance moves that
backed Theroux when she

crooned, “This is transcendental; on a whole ’nuther
level,” were fun to behold.
Upon finishing “E.T.,” the
group ended its set with a
calming return to “Over
the Rainbow.”
“We went hella sharp in
‘Halo,’” Bryce Wedig ’18,
who has perfect pitch, said
after the group completed
its performance. Theroux
remarked that some people
weren’t smiling at the beginning. However, these
little mess-ups were hardly
impediments to enjoying
the group’s performance.
“I am just going to have
fun, and I think that’s the
mindset we are going into
it with,” James Wojtal ’18,
one of six new members
this year, said of ICCAs.
“It’d be nice to win, but I
don’t think that’s the first
thing on everyone’s mind.”
Lauren Katz contributed reporting.
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Russia to NYC: liberal arts degrees take grads across globe
A recent study shows over two-thirds of Kenyon graduates
from 2013 were employed within a year of graduation. But
what’s the story behind the numbers?
AMY SHIRER
STAFF WRITER

The words “real world”
and “employment” have
the ability to strike fear
into the hearts of college
students everywhere, who
are facing a limited job
market. However, Kenyon’s Office of Institutional Research recently
published a survey stating that 71 percent of the
Class of 2013 had a job as
of summer 2014, which is
four percent higher than
the percent of graduates
who were working one
year after their 2012 graduation.
The study, however,
does not encompass the
entire class. “We invited
all of the alums for whom
we had an email address,
and then of course, only
a certain proportion of
those responded,” Erika
Farfan, the director of institutional research, said.
One-hundred forty-seven
members of the Class of
2013 responded
The Office of Institutional Research also published comparable surveys
of the Classes of 2003,
2008 and 2012, which
were reported in earlier
years, to show larger patterns. Of the students
who replied that they

were employed, an average of 35 percent of them
secured their first paying
job while enrolled at Kenyon, and an average of
48.7 percent landed their
first paying job within six
months of graduating.
Lauren Toole ’14, who
was an editor-in-chief of
the Collegian last year,
was one of these employed
students. An English major with a concentration
in Islamic civilization and
cultures, Toole obtained
a job as a paralegal with
the Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton and Garrison
law firm in New York
City.
“I actually got the job
because Kenyon and the
law firm have a lot of connections,” Toole said. “We
have a very strong alumni
group there.” Last spring,
the Career Development
Office (CDO) sent an
email to all seniors, informing them of two job
openings within the law
firm. “There was a mass
exodus of [Kenyon students] applying,” Toole
said. “It was very stressful because [we were]
competing with Kenyon
peers.”
While Toole elected to
remain in the U.S., another member of her class,
Anna-Sophia Ziton ’14, a
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modern languages major
and anthropology minor,
chose to pursue her TEFL
(Teaching English as a
Foreign Language) certification. She now teaches
in Russia. “Until I get back
to the U.S., no job I ever
get will be because the
employer was impressed
by my Kenyon College
stamp of approval,” Ziton
wrote in an email to the
Collegian. “If we’re being
honest, having a college
degree in general might
help you get a job teaching English abroad, but
it’s not mandatory.”
The degree itself might
not have helped her obtain
her job, but Ziton believes
her Kenyon experience
has helped her in applying
to jobs for when Ziton’s
teaching contract in Russia expires this summer.
“Just because the people
I want an interview with
might not have heard of
Kenyon doesn’t mean it
hasn’t played a role in the
job search,” she wrote. “It
might not have helped
me land a job yet, but the
quality of education has
certainly given me the upper hand.”
Maria Rogers ’14, a political science major and
art history minor, waited
until after graduation to
apply for internships and

Senior Class Total:

27

COURTESY OF LAUREN TOOLE

Lauren Toole ’14 was hired as a paralegal for a law firm in New York City after graduation.
jobs. “I thought it was a
little crazy that people
could juggle applying to
jobs, classes, comps and
having a life senior year,”
she said.
Rogers said she spent
about two and a half
months looking for work.
She interned for WW
Norton Publishing from
August to December and
is now interning at Writers House, a literary agency. Both internships were
paid and located in New
York City.
James Dennin ’14, an
English and political science major, also waited

Junior Class Total:

until after graduation to
apply for work opportunities. “Looking for jobs
is really time-consuming,” he said. “Generally, I would submit 15-20
cover letters for every one
I would hear back from.”
Dennin began working
six weeks after graduation
as an in-house writer for
Kapitall, an online investment platform. He currently works as a content
and media specialist at
Moxie Communications.
Dennin said there is
“a hyper-awareness about
employability in the media that has definitely un-

dervalued ... a lot of the
qualities that liberal arts
majors have.” Contrary to
these media depictions,
Dennin believes his Kenyon education has benefited him greatly in the
job market.
“I’ve found that I’ve
had a little bit of an advantage with my liberal
arts [degree] that I didn’t
really expect,” he said.
“You get out into the real
world and you realize how
few people can communicate effectively [and] what
an important asset that is
to write well. Those skills
are invaluable.”

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

Maria Guzman ’15

31

26

Jamie Currie ’16

Kyra Baldwin ’17

Juiia Lindsay ’18

26

The Supreme Court
decided it will consider the
constitutionality of what social
issue?

Same-sex marriage

Same-sex marriage

Same-sex marriage

Gay marriage

Gay marriage

Name one team that is playing
in the upcoming Super Bowl.

Patriots or Seahawks

Nope

Patriots and Seahawks —
my two favorite teams

Packers?

Cowboys

What book by Laura
Hillenbrand ’89 was adapated
into a film released in
December?

Unbroken

Unbroken

Unbroken

Unbroken

Unbroken

What new flavor of Oreo is
slated for release in February?

Red velvet

Ice cream

Red velvet

Peanut butter

Red velvet

Weekly Scores

2

4

2

3
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UPCOMING EVENTS
SWIMMING AND DIVING
JAN. 30 | 6:30 P.M.
AT

OHIO WESLEYAN
UNIVERSITY

DELAWARE, OHIO

TRACK AND FIELD

BASKETBALL

JAN. 31 | 12 P.M.
AT

JAN 31 | 1 P.M. (WOMEN)
3 P.M. (MEN)

FIGHTING SCOTS
INVITATIONAL

VS

WOOSTER, OHIO

SWIMMING AND DIVING
JAN 31 | 1 P.M.

VS

WITTENBERG UNIVERSITY

GAMBIER, OHIO

ALLEGHENY COLLEGE

GAMBIER, OHIO

Bray hits career high as Lords fall to Tigers, trounce Terriers
John Bray ’15 had a career-high 25 points and was
named one of the NCAC’s athletes of the week.
BEN PAYNER
STAFF WRITER

The Lords’ struggle with rebounds cost them their game
against Wittenberg University on
Wednesday, Jan. 21, but they were
able to rebound from the loss with
a home win Saturday over Hiram
College. The Lords are now 6-11 on
the season and 4-6 in North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC) play
after splitting this week’s two
games against conference rivals.
After a tight first half at Wittenberg, the game shifted in favor of the home Tigers. The Lords
were on the wrong end of an 11-0
scoring run from the 11-minute
to six-minute mark in the second
half, in which their two-point lead
turned into a nine-point deficit.
Despite pulling within five points
of Wittenberg on a couple of occasions, the Lords could not catch
the Tigers. The Lords ended with
an 11-point deficit, losing by a final
score of 73-62.
The loss came despite a careerhigh 25 points from John Bray ’15.
Bray’s performance during the
game was strong all around. His
25 points came on an efficient 1012 (83.3 percent) shooting from

“

I’ve just been capitalizing
on the opportunities that our
guards have created. Cooper
and Tim have done a great
job at driving and drawing
the help defense, which has
opened me up for some easy
baskets.”

John Bray ’15

the field and 5-7 from the freethrow line. He also grabbed four rebounds and dished out five assists.
It’s a shame the rest of the team
couldn’t get it going on the scoring front. Tim Connolly’s ’16 nine
points were the second-highest
on the team. The Achilles heel for
the Lords in this one was on the
boards. Wittenberg out-rebounded the Lords 42-21, including 16-5
on the offensive glass. It’s hard for
a team to win a game when it gets
out-rebounded 2-1 and gives up 16
second-chance points.
The Lords had a chance to work
on bouncing back from the Wittenberg game when the Hiram College
Terriers came to Gambier on Saturday. Hiram’s roster is smaller than
Kenyon’s, and the Lords also boast
a number of tall players. However,

DREW MEEKER | COLLEGIAN

The Lords had an 85-74 home victory over the Hiram College Terriers on Saturday.
the Terriers’ lack of size only enhanced their grit, and they pressed
the Lords all game.
While this strategy might work
against other NCAC teams, the
Lords’ strength is their guard play.
In their third and fourth seasons
in the program at this point, respectively, Connolly and Cooper
Handelsman ’15 have seen it all and
were not fazed by Hiram’s press.
The Lords easily broke the press,
leading to 3-on-2 fast-break opportunities and a lot of points for Bray

and front-court mate Brien Comey
’16. The Lords earned an 85-74 victory over the Terriers.
Bray followed his 25-point outburst with a 20-point performance.
Over the two games, Bray scored 45
points on 18-24 shooting (75 percent), 9-11 (82 percent) from the
line, with six rebounds and nine
assists. His play earned him the
NCAC player of the week award.
“I’ve just been capitalizing on
the opportunities that our guards
have created,” Bray said. “Cooper

and Tim have done a great job at
driving and drawing the help defense, which has opened me up for
some easy baskets.”
Comey also had a strong
game with 17 points and 10 rebounds. Handelsman and Connolly chipped in for a combined 22
points, eight rebounds and six assists while the bench trio Jonathan
Amador ’15, Ethan Shapiro ’17 and
Phillip Crampton ’18 scored a combined 21 points on 6-11 (55 percent)
from the field and a perfect 8-8
from the charity stripe. As a team
the Lords shot 90 percent from the
free-throw line and out-rebounded
the Terriers by 7, 34-27. These are
winning ingredients and should
help keep the season lively the rest
of the way.
Lords’ Head Coach Dan Priest
remains optimistic about the rest of
the season. “I think we have continued to improve as a team and find
our roles and have put ourselves in
position to accomplish good things
in the last month of our season,”
Priest said. “Our seniors have provided great leadership and perseverance, which has made a big impact.”
Last night, the Lords were on
the road again to take on the Oberlin College Yeomen. They did not
take the momentum from the Hiram win with them, and lost to the
Yeomen 62-50

Edwards earns NCAC honor after Ladies’ fourth place finish
ANNA DUNLAVEY
SPORTS EDITOR

The season is still young,
but Ladies track and field is already making an impact in the
North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC). After a fourthplace finish at the NCAC
Quad Meet in Wooster, Ohio
on Jan. 24, sprinter Jonah Edwards ’18 was tabbed as the
one of the conference’s athletes of the week.
Edwards may be new to
running at the collegiate level, but she’s not going to start
slow. In fact, she’s one of the
team’s — and the conference’s
— fastest runners. In only a
few weeks as a Kenyon Lady,
Edwards has come within
milliseconds of breaking
school records in the 60-meter
dash and the 200-meter dash,
both set by Sierra DeLeon
’14 only last season. Edwards’
best times in the two races, respectively, are 7.96 and 26.46.
DeLeon’s records are 7.86 and
25.67.
Head Coach Duane Gomez emphasized the significance of Edwards’ achieve-

ment. “Few and far between
get those [awards],” Gomez
said. “It’s really hard to get,
because there are so many
people out there running, and
for a first-year athlete to jump
out there and get it; … it’s
pretty exciting.”
Edwards similarly described earning the honor as
“really exciting.” She didn’t
know she was athlete of the
week until the team’s weekly
meeting on Monday, at which
point the entire team cheered
for her. “It’s nice having this
fresh start to our whole season,” she said.
Although she’s only been
on the team for a few weeks,
she feels right at home. “At
first I was a little nervous
about it, because it was my
first year here, but we’ve
grown into a family already,”
Edwards said. “During all of
our events, people will be surrounding the track cheering
for you. … You can hear everyone on your team, even the
coaches, screaming your name
before you run [and] during
your entire race.”
Edwards won both the

“

People will be surrounding the track cheering
for you. ... You can hear everyone on your team,
even the coaches, screaming your name before you
run [and] during your entire race.”

Jonah Edwards ’18

60-meter and 200-meter races on Saturday, and earned 18
of the Ladies’ 79 total points.
The home Wooster team finished with 110 points, Allegheny College took 118 points
and Ohio Wesleyan University won the meet with 199
points.
It was an exciting week
for Edwards, but she wasn’t
the only first year to make
her mark on Kenyon. Funmilayo Lawal ’18 now holds the
school record in the weight
throw. Lawal threw 9.46 meters for 12th place and four
points in her first-ever weightthrow competition.
Subei Kyle ’17, current record holder in the 400-meter
dash, ran the 200-meter dash
alongside Edwards and placed
seventh with a time of 28.62.
Claire HarnEnz ’17 represented Kenyon this time in

the 400-meter, and finished
the race in second place with a
personal best time of 1:04.43.
Devron Martin ’18 claimed
fourth place in the high jump
after clearing a height of 1.45
meters.
The Ladies’ distance medley relay team of Kyle, Aisha
Simon ’15, Samantha White
’16 and Ellen Corcoran ’18
competed for the first time
this season. Simon ran the
1,200-meter first leg, Kyle
ran the 400-meter second
leg, White ran the 800-meter third leg and Corcoran
ran the 1,600-meter final leg.
The relay team finished in
third place with a total time
of 13:22.67. “We were tied for
first for a long time,” Gomez
said, noting that as the race
wore on Ohio Wesleyan runners pulled ahead of the Ladies. “There’s things that we
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Subei Kyle ’17 finished the 200-meter dash with a time of 28.62
can work on to get stronger.
… They’re going to be good as
[the season] goes on.”
Edwards also lauded the
“really strong finish” the Ladies achieved as a whole. Next

weekend, the Ladies head
back to the Wooster track
for the Fighting Scots Invitational. They will face the same
teams they did last week, as
well as Denison University.
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Strong individual performances in Lords’ fourth-place finish

The Lords’ distance medley relay is now ranked second in the conference after a strong finish on Saturday.
ANNA DUNLAVEY
SPORTS EDITOR

This past weekend, the Lords
track team competed in the
North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) Quad Meet at the
College of Wooster. The team
finished in fourth place out of
the four teams present, with a
total of 52 points.
Head Coach Duane Gomez
said one struggle for the Lords
right now is the limitation of
their roster. “The thing about
us is that we don’t have a lot of
depth, so we had to depend on a
lot of individual strengths,” he

said. “Right now, individually,
we’re doing pretty well.”
The distance medley relay
(DMR) team of Nat Fox ’16,
Alton Barbehenn ’17, Sam Lagasse ’16 and Noah Winters ’15
proved that it will be a force
to be reckoned with. The team
raced for the first time this season on Saturday. The DMR is
comprised of four runs of different lengths. The first runner,
Fox, goes 1,200 meters. The second, Winters, goes 400 meters.
The third, Barbehenn, goes 800
meters. The final runner, Lagasse, goes 1,600 meters. “It’s a
really fun race to run with all
your friends,” Winters said.

The Lords’ DMR team finished second at the Quad Meet
with a time of 10:45.50, and is
now ranked second in the conference. The Lords fell only to
Ohio Wesleyan, the DMR team
ranked first in the conference.
Ohio Wesleyan won the Quad
Meet overall as well, finishing with 204 points. Allegheny College placed second with
135 points, and host-school
Wooster finished third with 93
points.
The Lords saw some individual successes as well. Oliver
Hightower ’18 had the team’s
top individual performance, in
the 200-meter dash, he placed

second with a time of 23.50.
Winters finished close behind
in third place with a time of
23.98. “I didn’t really have any
expectations,” Winters said of
his 200-meter finish. “But for
now I’m content with it.”
Kevin Phillips ’15 finished
fourth in the high jump, clearing a height of 1.73 meters.
Colton Orr ’18 also claimed
a fourth-place finish for the
Lords; his came in the 60-meter hurdles, for which he had a
time of 8.94.
This was the first meet that
the Lords’ entire roster attended. Although the Lords have
competed in two other meets

this season — an unscored meet
at Tiffin University and last
week’s Ohio Wesleyan Triangular at Ohio Wesleyan University
— only a few of the team’s runners were able to attend.
Gomez said individual successes like the ones the Lords
had on Saturday are good for
the team right now. “When you
focus on the individual events,
the whole team gets stronger as
a whole,” he said.
“I think this was the first one
where we got to see people going out and racing and competing well,” Winters said. “It was
a lot of fun seeing what people
could do.”

Women’s basketball splits games against Hiram, Oberlin
REBECCA DANN
SPORTS ASSISTANT

The women’s basketball
team had a triumphant 6751 win this past Saturday on
their home court against fellow North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) team Hiram
College. Last Wednesday, the
Ladies faced Wittenberg University and lost 49-39, resulting
in their fifth conference loss.
With this win against Hiram,
the Ladies were able to improve
upon their conference record,
which now stands at 4-5.
Within the first 30 seconds
of the game, Hiram gained a
2-0 lead. A minute later, Bailey Dominguez ’17 managed a
3-pointer to bring Kenyon up
3-2. Avery Anderson ’15 quickly followed suit with a lay-up to
make the lead 5-2. Hiram then
tied the score 5-5 in a matter of
seconds, but Anderson retaliated with another good lay-up
to bring Kenyon back into the
lead. The Ladies would maintain their lead for the rest of the

“

Our offense is starting to look a lot better.
Our defense has been really strong all season,
but we haven’t been able to score that much.”
Sarah Hobbs ’15

game and it only grew larger as
the game continued. By halftime, Kenyon was leading Hiram by 11 points, with a score
of 30-19.
The Ladies continued to
dominate the court throughout the second half; Kenyon
improved their lead from 11
points to 16 points within the
first two minutes. Anderson
contributed another lay-up to
bring the score to 32-19. Hiram
managed to gain another two
points, but were still far from
catching the Ladies. Griffin
Tullis ’18 followed after with
another good lay-up for Kenyon, which brought the score to
34-21. Anderson then brought
the Ladies to a 16-point lead,
as she made a 3-pointer 30 seconds later. The Ladies would
eventually win by 16 points,

with a final score of 67-51.
Dominguez led the team
in points, contributing a total
of 17. Anderson followed close
behind with 16 points, while
Tullis put up 15. Sarah Hobbs
’15 also had an impressive performance, gathering a total of
11 rebounds and contributing five assists. “Our offense
is starting to look a lot better,”
Hobbs said. “Our defense has
been really strong all season,
but we haven’t been able to
score that much. And we had
three players have season highs
against Hiram, which was
awesome.”
The Ladies then took on
Oberlin College last night, to
whom they lost earlier in the
season 56-40. “Oberlin traditionally isn’t a really strong
program in our conference but
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The Ladies had a 67-51 home victory over Hiram College on Saturday.
this year they’re really good,”
Hobbs said. “We lost to them
at home earlier in the season
and I think we definitely came
into that game kind of thinking that this was going to be an
easy win and we were not mentally prepared at all. But we’re
definitely taking this game
much more seriously.”
Oberlin is currently tied for

second in the conference with
a record of 6-3. “We’ve done a
lot of scouting, and we’ve seen
them before so we know what
they’re going to throw at us,”
Hobbs said. “And we’re coming off of the win with Hiram
so we’re confident about our
shooting, which is really good
because that’s going to help us
going into an away game.”

The Ladies started the
game with a 5-0 lead, but they
were not able to keep the momentum. Despite a career-high
20 points from Anderson, and
a strong second half, the Yeowomen beat the Ladies 59-46.
Kenyon will next play Allegheny College this coming
Saturday on their home court
at 1 p.m.

